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808 BOOK REVIEWS. 

A Treatise on the Law of Wills, Including also Gifts 

Causa Mortis and a Summary of the Law of Descent, 

Distribution, and Administration. By John R. Rood. 

Pp. iii-lxvi-f- 1-635. Chicago, 111. : Callaghan & Co. 1904. 

Because of the enormous amount of property, both real and 
personal, that passes from a testator to his beneficiaries the 
law that pertains to wills becomes exceedingly important and 
takes its place with the law governing the transfer of property 
inter vivos as among the first of the subdivisions of the law 
in general. 

The book, full of dry principles of law, is not wanting in a 
chapter treating of the philosophy of property and succession 
as well as a discussion of the history of property transfers by 
tradition and succession. It is gratifying to see that the author 
has, as have many others, in addition to setting forth what the 
courts will allow to be done, entered the field of research and 
established, among other facts, that as early as 2285 B.C., in 
Babylon, there was a law of testate and intestate succession 
in a great measure similar to that of the present day. 

The purpose of the book the preface sets out to be to " fur- 
nish a substantial treatise on the whole law of succession in 
one volume. Within this scheme are comprehended the sepa- 
rate topics following: 1, gifts causa mortis; 2, wills,, including 
all legal questions and doctrines peculiar to wills ; 3, the sub- 
stantive law of descent and distribution, and, 4, the adjective 
law of succession, including the administration of both testate 
and intestate estates." The purpose thus stated has been car- 
ried out by the author with the completeness that the size of 
the volume will permit. 

The principles laid down, supported by some four thousand 
of the more important of the countless cases on the subject, 
are clearly established, and the book, being supplemented by 
an elaborate index, gives no difficulty in finding them. 

6". G. S. 



Street Railway Accident Law. By Ellery H. Clark. 

Pp. 607. St. Paul: Keefe-Davidson Company. 1904. 

This book is an outgrowth of the author's work on the 
" Street Railway Accident Law of Massachusetts," and citations 
from nearly every state are given in support of the text. 

The arrangement of subjects has been made with a view to 
the convenience of the practising lawyer rather than to suit 
the needs of a student. The classification is such that one may 
quickly find a case analogous to the one he has in hand. For 
instance, the part of the book devoted to accidents is divided 



